CWD, General Handling Precautions and Safe Field Dressing

Chronic Wasting Disease in Mew York State

What Iz Chronle Wasting Diseass?

Chronlc wasting disease (CWD) s found
In some deer and elk populatlons In Harth
America. It 15 a skow and progressive dis-
=ase of the central nervols system of fres
ranging and captive deer and =k that
kads o the eveniual death of the animal.
It 1= belleved to be caussd by an abnarmal
form of probsin calked a pron that is faund
Intre brain, kansils and somes pmphold ts-
sues of Inf=ctsd animals,

Slgns of the liness appear In the last
stage befors death.  They Include progres-
slve welght loss, b=hawioral changes,
abnormnal head postures and drooping
sars. Desr showing these symploms
should ke reportsd to DEC,

The made of trarsmisson of CWD has
not been identiied.  Evidence sugossts
that WD can pass from anlmal ta animal
by direct contact ar through the contarm-
nation of Tsed with sallva, urine and feces.

There |5 curmently no evidencs that WD
Zan be transmitisd b humans or domestic
arimals or lvestock,  Hsalth officlals do
acvlss hurkears NOT to consume meat from
animals knowen 1 exniblt slgns of the dis-
as=, Please refer to general precautions
on handiing of game listed below,
Chiranlc Wasting Dissaze Survelllance
and Maonitoring

I April of 2002, the DEC Intiated a pro-
gram o collect tssue samples from wild
whit=-talled d=sr populations throughsut
Mew York Stats to test tar the pressncs of
chroric wasting disease. DEC has collect-

ad mars than 3,700 samples and submit-
ted thess to United States Department of
Agriculiure approved laboratorss far CWD
besting.

DEC Implsmentad Intsnsive monitaing
affors after CWD was found In b captive
white-talled deer herds In Onslda County -
the first Inckdents of WD In New York
State,  On Aprll 8, 2005, the State
Cepartment of Agricuture and Markets
(DAM) complsted testing of the captive
desr and found a todal of five posliive
resuits for W In the o captive herds

When CWD was discoverad In two cap-
tiwe herds, DEC immediately Implementsd
an sdaptive responss plan of Intsnsive
samEineg Inthe a=sa sursunding the cap-
thwe facliides o determins If the disease
rad spread Inka the adjacent wild popula-
tlon,  CWE was detectad In o wild deer
from Crelda County.  The first positive
result Im a wild deer was announced on
April 27, 2005 and came from a yearineg
wihite-talled deer sampled from the Town of
Verna, The second posithive result was
fram a three year old dos, kocabed within a
mile of the location where the initlal posl-
Elve result was detscted, Thess are the first
known ocourmsnces of CW0In wild deer in
News Yark State,

What 12 New York State doing to
address CWD In New York?

DEC has established a CWD contain-
ment area in Onelda and Madizon countkss
and has adoptsd regulatians to ensure the
praper handling of deer and to prevent fur-

ther spread of CWD N the wild herd. DEC
may estaklizh additional comtalnment
arsas It more cazes of CWD ars found,

I ackditlon to the regulaticns far the con-
tainment arsa, thers ars also stabewlds
restrictkons an rehatdlitation of wild wihite-
talled deer at faclliies that Rouse llve dear,
regulations sp=ciiying recand ksepng and
repering requirements Tor taxidenmists
and restricions on the sak of deer f=ed. It
I= ll=gal to fe=d wild white-talle=d desr in
Mesw Yok,

CEC wil signiflcantly Increase Ibs routine
testing throughout the state and Imple-
ment an enhanced tEsting program in
Cinalda ard Madison countles,

In respense to these findings, DEC will
contirue public outrsach In Onelda County
and begin statewide Informational mest-
Ings to help educate ciizens on CWD.
DEC and DAM will conduct additioral out-
reach and continue o aggressively pursus

Inspsction and enforcement at all caplive
deer herds across the State,

For more infarmatkan on CWE st our
website: www.dec.stale. ny. us

The Waorld Health Organizaticn,
the LIS Centers for Dissase
Contral, and the HMational
Institutes of Health have stud-
ied and reviewed CWD. They
hawve not found a link between
CWD and any neurclogical dis-
ea=e affecting humans.




